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uÅraÅniÅum

Pronunciation: (yoo-ra'ne-um), 

ðn. Chem.

a white, lustrous, radioactive, metallic element, occurring 

in pitchblende, and having compounds that are used in 

production of nuclear power and in coloring glass. More 

plentiful than zinc and tin it also is the heaviest natural 

occurring element. It is ubiquitous and is found 

commonly throughout the world. Trace amounts are 

found in seawater. 

Symbol: U; at. wt.: 238.03; at. no.: 92; sp. gr.: 19.07.
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Why

Nuclear?



Facts:

1. United States long term goal is to become Energy Independent.

2. Nuclear Power has no emissions of CO2, NO2 and SO2 which cause Global 

Warming and Acid Rain.

3. Costs/Kwhr

A. Nuclear 1.7 ¢

B. Coal 2.1¢

C. Natural Gas 7.5 ¢

4. Material needed to light a 100 watt light bulb continuously for a year.

A. 876 lbs of Coal 

B. 324 lbs of Natural Gas

C. 508 lbs of Oil

D. .0007 lbs of Uranium



Energy Demand and Growth

Why is there a need to explore and produce uranium?

ÁWorld Electrical consumption will double by 2030.

ÁUSA produces 3 million lbs U3O8 each year, yet       

consumes 60 million lbs.

Á95% of all our nationôs nuclear fuel is being imported.

Á2006 CO2 emissions = 23 Billion tons/year.  It is 

projected that by 2030 this will increase by 72% or 43 

Billion tons/year.



USA #1 Producer of Uranium 

USA #1 Producer of Uranium 
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Uranium Producing Countries - 2005

Millions of Pounds
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